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No matter how many windows you have in your home, a Florida room lets in even 
more sunshine, which illuminates the interior space and reduces the need for lighting 
during the day. Sunrooms also provide panoramic views, making you feel like you’re 
outside without having to deal with direct sunlight and insects. Even if you want to 
leave the sunroom windows open, our Phifer insect screening improves the airflow 
while keeping the bugs out.

If you convert a patio to a sunroom, you’ll reduce your maintenance chores throughout 
the year. The Florida breezes can stir up debris and send it flying onto your porch, and 
random critters can invade your patio and make a mess of things during the night. 
With a sunroom, you’ll never have to bring in your patio cushions when it storms or 
deal with staining and sealing the floor. You can just set up your living space and 
enjoy it without all the fuss.

It’s one of the few truly multipurpose rooms that bring everyone together. Whatever 
your patio space means to you, you can get even more of a good thing when you build 
a Florida sunroom you can use all year long.

A Guide to Building a Sunroom
Why is Building a Sunroom a Good Idea?
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BENEFITS OF A SUNROOM
Our beautiful central Florida weather offers a perfect excuse for opening up your home 
with a new sunroom. The benefits don’t stop with enjoying the outside while you’re 
inside. If you’re thinking about building a sunroom, sit back, imagine relaxing in comfort 
year-round, and consider the advantages of this wonderful alternative to plain patios and 
ordinary decks.

It’s More Affordable Than You Think

Building on a spare bedroom or expanding the kitchen improves important property 
values, but these projects can’t compare to the affordability of adding a sunroom. 
Your investment pays off in curb appeal too while it creates cost-effective space that 
you’ll use every day. It’s a solid addition to the house with its own foundation, 
framing, roof and windows, and you can keep construction costs down by using an 
existing patio’s structure. Whether you build from scratch or take advantage of old 
outdoor space, an enclosed porch increases your home’s property value and square 
footage for a fraction of the cost of a major addition.
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BENEFITS OF A SUNROOM

Add Light and Heat to your 
Home
As temperatures drop and the 
days get shorter, your home 
tends to feel darker and 
chillier. Going outside for 
fresh air and a little sunlight 
isn’t always ideal when it’s 
cold outside. A sunroom lets 
warm sunlight flood into your 
home throughout the year, 
bringing an inviting ambiance 
to your living space and 
warding off the frosty feeling 
winter can bring.

Make your Home More Energy Efficient
Adding a sunroom can help you save money on your energy bills. With all that glass 
surrounding the room, you might expect the comfortable air inside your home to 
escape. However, window and insulation technology has made creating glass walls 
surprisingly energy efficient. Double-paned windows and quality seals can provide 
efficient insulation that contains the temperate air inside your home. The natural 
light will also reduce the need for interior lighting. In the summer, blinds or window 
treatments can reduce glare and help keep the room cool. Opening all the windows 
can provide breezy cross ventilation, making air conditioning unnecessary during the 
milder times of year.  If your current patio area is too small for your dream Florida 
room, don’t worry. We can also extend your patio space when adding a Florida 
room. This additional space will give you even more room thanks to our                                
beautiful selection of Florida room designs.

Increase Home Value
If you increase square footage in your home, you increase home value. Turning an 
outdoor living space or porch into a sunroom can do just that. A sunroom conversion 
can increase home values by increasing the square footage of your home, but it can 
also increase your curb appeal. The open, airy look of a sunroom breaks up the 
unvaried look of a typical home. It adds variety to the neighborhood and helps your 
home stand out among the rest.
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BENEFITS OF A SUNROOM

You can do whatever you want with it.

Whether you want to set a comfy sofa in your Florida room for lounging or add a pool 
table for a fun rec space, you can do as little or as much as you want with your Florida 
room. You can have a ceiling fan installed to circulate the air or add window treatments 
to give it a homey look. Let the sun shine in to light the space during the day, and use 
decorative lamps to illuminate the room at night.

Unlike a backyard patio, a Sunroom can be enjoyed all year round despite the Florida 
weather

 Add extra square footage to your home; thereby, increasing its value
 A quiet nook for relaxing after a hard days work
 Dining area for your family and friends
 All rec room such as TV / Music Room / Pool Table
 Playroom for children, grandchildren
 Craft room
 Office space of your lifestyle.

Sunrooms Are Built to Last
Screens and awnings convert a patio into 
wonderful outdoor areas, but sunrooms are 
constructed from materials that stand up to the 
worst Florida weather. You can choose between 
heavy duty glass or acrylic windows and doors 
that withstand winds up to 140 mph. 
Professional construction provides years of 
enjoyment with virtually no maintenance. Light 
up your outdoor room, run plumbing through it 
and connect it to the home’s AC system. Open 
the windows during our milder months and 
fresh breezes, or keep them closed, and smile at 
a rainy day. Your sunroom is more than extra 
entertaining space or a relaxing getaway. It’s a 
beautiful, permanent extension of your lifestyle.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

There is a reason that sunrooms are often referred to as Florida rooms. These open, airy 
spaces offer an ideal way to enjoy the sunny warmth this state is famous for without even 
leaving your house. If you’ve been considering the idea of adding a sunroom onto your 
home, here are a few things you’ll want to consider as you plan your new space.

Use
Start by envisioning how your family will use your new sunroom. Will it be a playroom 
for the kids or a breakfast nook perfect for enjoying the sunrise while you drink your 
coffee? Could it be a place to roll out a yoga mat or read a book? Will you use it for 
entertaining? This will help you define the space.

Size
Think about how big your new sunroom will be. How much outdoor space are you 
willing to give up? How much indoor space will you need in order to be able to use your 
sunroom the way that you want to? Building a sunroom is generally less expensive than 
a traditional addition, so you’ll be able to get more space for your money. Sunrooms are 
also a fantastic way to add value to your home.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

Internal Access
What room will you walk through when you step out onto your sunroom? When you’re 
debating about where to put your new sunroom, consider its placement with regards to 
the rooms in your home. If it’s meant to be a private space, you might want to access it 
from a bedroom. If you plan to use it for entertaining, it would be better to access the 
sunroom from the living room or some other public room. What if you plan to dine out 
there regularly? In that case, you’ll probably want the door to the sunroom to be in close 
proximity to the kitchen.

Materials
What materials do you want to use for your sunroom addition? Wood offers a striking 
look but requires regular maintenance. Vinyl and aluminum are easy to care for. Doors 
and windows can be made from a variety of glass and acrylics. Screens can be built to 
withstand pets or offer extra privacy. Any material you choose should be able to 
withstand the local weather.

External Placement
A sunroom is meant to be a 
transitional space that lets the light 
and warmth of the outdoors inside. 
That means you’ll want to pick a 
sunny spot with a pleasant view 
that you’ll be happy to see. Why 
stare at the wall of your garage or 
your neighbor’s fence when you 
could be watching birds in your 
landscaping or the fun happening 
in your pool? Don’t forget to 
consider your privacy as well. If 
you have an existing porch or 
patio that’s ideally placed, you can 
transform it into a sunroom. 
Alternately, you can start from 
scratch.
.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

Cost
Sunrooms, or glass porch enclosures, are a great home upgrade that allows the 
homeowner to spend more time in the beautiful Florida sunshine and enjoying their 
home’s landscape. When determining the cost of a sunroom, homeowners consider the 
size, types of windows, flooring and decorations.  Dulando has built sunrooms in Florida 
within all types of budgets.  It’s important to talk to a design consultant to find out how 
many features are within your budget.   They should view the company’s gallery of past 
installations to ensure their past projects match your expectations for your upcoming 
coastal home improvement. Take your time to find the features that match your lifestyle 
and expectations of this project.

Functionality
Planning the functionality of your Florida sunroom addition is important. Ensure the 
windows provide enough air flow and the sun pattern isn’t too glaring on your new 
sacred spot. Landscape adjustments and home repairs made need to be done to ensure 
this new addition is a perfect fit. Lastly, check the wiring of this new location. If it 
doesn’t exist or isn’t adequate, talk to your design consultant to install wiring so all of
your electronic devices will work in this new space.  Think about traffic flow for the 
room and how you want to use your new sunroom.
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A BASIC GUIDE TO ADDING A SUNROOM

Adding a sunroom to your Florida home is a wonderful way to add a functional space 
without a major renovation. Most homeowners use their sunrooms to enjoy their yards 
without needing to endure pesky insects, unwavering heat and noisy neighbors. If you’re 
thinking about adding a sunroom to your house, consider a few important factors before 
you finalize your plans.

Choose the Space
Although sunrooms usually aren’t large, you’ll need some space in your yard for the 
sunroom addition. Building a sunroom will downsize the available space in your yard. 
Take a quick walk around your yard with a measuring tape and an assistant to see how 
much space you can spare for your new room.
Ideally, you want your sunroom to be in the sun for as many hours as possible. When 
selecting the spot for your sunroom, make sure that it won’t be overshadowed by tall 
trees, especially if the trees belong to a neighbor.
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A BASIC GUIDE TO ADDING A SUNROOM

Weigh Your Privacy Needs
Although you can put up blinds and curtains in your sunroom to protect your privacy, 
blocking off your view defeats the purpose of a sunroom. If you’re not comfortable with 
being visible to nearby neighbors while using your sunroom, make sure that the location 
of your sunroom offers you enough distance so that you’ll feel comfortable using it.

Determine the Budget for Professional Installation
Although it is possible to build your own sunroom, building a sunroom yourself requires 
a lot of work, including gathering your own materials and taking care of permits. The 
costs of hiring a professional team of installers far outweigh the benefit of saving a few 
bucks to ensure a sunroom that will last for years.

Encourage Your Family to Use the Sunroom
When you’re thinking about your new sunroom, consider ways that you can encourage 
your family to use the new addition. If you and your family frequently spend time 
together outside or dine in the backyard, a sunroom can give you some of the benefits of
being outside without the hassles 
of insects and wind. Especially the 
way the weather changes in central 
Florida.

Invest in some comfortable seating 
and extra lighting to encourage the 
readers in your family to take their 
reading to the sunroom instead of 
the living room. Placing a ping 
pong table or another fun piece of 
equipment in the room can also 
invite your family to spend time in 
the new room. Depending on how 
large you want your sunroom, 
include a dining area so you and 
your family can occasionally enjoy 
your meals while basking in the 
sunsets of the day.
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SUNROOM WINDOWS: ACRYLIC, GLASS OR VINYL

Acrylic Panels Are Inexpensive and Light
Compared to traditional glass windows, acrylic windows can be an attractive budget 
material for sunroom windows. Acrylic is a type of rigid clear plastic, and each acrylic 
window panel is typically much lighter than a comparable glass panel. Acrylic windows 
are less expensive to manufacture than glass windows, and their light weight makes them 
inexpensive to ship, store and install. Acrylic is also resistant to sharp blows, and if an 
acrylic panel does crack, it’s less dangerous than a shattered glass window.

Clear Vinyl Window Panels
Not to be confused with vinyl window frames, clear vinyl window panels offer a 
compelling alternative to both acrylic and glass panels. These panels are constructed 
from a flexible, thick and durable clear vinyl material. The lightweight panels are an 
excellent choice for sunroom sliding windows.  

Our favorite type of vinyl window panels are the EZE-Breeze vertical four-track window.  
They can easily give you up to 75 percent ventilation in your sunroom. With proper 
screening behind the panels, you can enjoy the benefits of outside weather without 
sharing your space with bugs. The panel material deforms when pressure is applied and 
returns to its original shape within minutes, preventing damage to your panels. Even if a 
panel is damaged, you won’t have to deal with dangerous glass shards.

One facet of building a 
sunroom that is oftentimes 
overlooked are the windows.

Many people assume that glass 
windows are their only option.  
Sunroom windows come in 
three different types.  

Glass windows seem to be the 
standard for a sunroom 
window, but acrylic and PGT 
EZE-Breeze vinyl panels are 
attractive alternatives to 
traditional glass.
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SUNROOM WINDOWS: ACRYLIC, GLASS OR VINYL

Glass is Traditional and Durable
Glass windows are more expensive than acrylic, but they are also a more durable long-
term material when purchasing windows for a Florida sunroom. Most glass windows are 
naturally resistant to UV radiation and will prevent some UV rays from entering your 
sunroom. Glass is tough enough to resist all but the most stubborn scratches. Glass is 
also an excellent insulator, especially if you upgrade to double-paned or triple-paned 
sunroom windows.  You can still have a screen with your glass porch enclosure to let the 
fresh breeze in the sunroom during the cooler months.

However, glass is a heavy material, and the weight of this material will force some 
limitations to your sunroom designs. The window panels themselves are more expensive 
to purchase and working with glass is more expensive along all stages of the installation 
process. Glass is also prone to shattering, and shattered glass can give painful 
lacerations.

Regardless of your preferred window material, Dulando Screen & Awning, wants to be 
your sunroom builder.  Let us help you build the sunroom of your dreams. At Dulando, 
we’ve been building custom sunrooms in Florida for over 50 years. 
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ROOF STYLES

1. Your Existing Porch Roof
If you build a sunroom by enclosing a porch or patio that is already tucked beneath your 
existing roofline, then you don’t have to give a lot of thought to the new roof of your 
sunroom or Florida room because the work is already done for you. 

Since only aluminum frames and screens are needed to enclose the space, a lanai 
enclosure is generally the easiest and most affordable type of screen room enclosure. If 
you’re happy with the size and layout of your existing patio and simply want to create a 
new outdoor space, this is a great choice.

Enclosing an existing patio area into a new sunroom also opens up surprising design 
opportunities. Extend shaded comfort with awnings from exterior eaves or let in more 
light with gable transoms. Half-wall and window combinations work very well with 
existing porch and roof structures too.

If your patio is not under the existing roofline, then a new patio must be built.

When building a sunroom, you 
can either build the new 
structure under your roof line 
or add a new slab and connect 
the new sunroom to your home. 

If you build a sunroom as an 
extension of your home, it will 
need a roof. 

Here are a few options to draw 
out what type of roof you 
might like for your new 
sunroom.
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ROOF STYLES

2. A Simple, Single Slope
One of the most popular roof styles for a sunroom is a simple, single slope roof. A single 
slope roof offers maximum strength and stability.

But these aren’t the only reasons to love this roof style. The single slope stands out as an 
economical choice too. Its single pitch slopes away from the house with clean, 
contemporary lines at an angle height that is up to you and your contractor. While two-
story homes can accommodate a steep slant, the most popular pitch is still the studio roof 
with its modest slope.

2. The Traditionally Elegant Gable
Like its single slope cousin, this roof style works with screened-in and glass-paned 
sunrooms. Its double-paneled design with center-beam support typically runs 
perpendicular to your home’s exterior.

If the goal is to create a new sunroom in an A-frame form that blends beautifully with 
traditional architectural lines, then you definitely want the gable-style roof.  You can 
modify the exterior gabled area with transom windows, decorative trim work or 
extensions of the sunroom’s framing. If you want to relax under a cathedral ceiling, make 
this your roof style of choice.
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ROOF STYLES

Using Aluminum Roofing for a Sunroom

Next on the list is to decide what materials will be used on your new sunroom roof.  At 
Dulando Screen & Awning, we encourage the use of insulated aluminum roof panels for 
sunroom additions. With Structall’s insulated aluminum panels, an exterior of high-
quality aluminum encloses a foam core.

Aluminum roofing panels offer multiple advantages.

• Sunroom roof panels help to block the sun’s rays so that your new patio sunroom 
stays cooler and more comfortable.

• The insulated aluminum panels mute the clatter of rain falling on the roof so that a 
sudden downpour won’t ruin your peace and tranquility.

• Aluminum roofing also resists common pests like carpenter bees and termites.
• Insulated roofing panels won’t wilt in Florida’s hot sun, heavy rains or strong winds.
• They’re also available in various styles and finishes, so it’s easy to create a wide 

array of looks.
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6 PRICE FACTORS WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

1. Size
A bigger sunroom requires more materials and more labor, so it’s no surprise that a larger 
sunroom is more expensive than a smaller one. Think about how you intend to use the 
space. How much room will you need? Bigger is not always better. It’s important to 
consider how you will use your new space and how it will fit in the back of your home.

2. Site Conditions
Where will you put your new sunroom? Will you need a new door to provide access 
from the home? Will the location of windows, vents or your home’s utilities create 
difficulties? Will you need to remove a large tree in the backyard to make space for a 
new room addition to your home? It’s important to meet with a design consultant at your 
home to help understand the site conditions of your new sunroom.

3. Roofing
Are you enclosing an existing patio or porch or will the sunroom be an entirely new 
build starting with the foundation? How will your new sunroom attach to your home? 
Are you planning to match your home’s roof? If the new sunroom is not under your 
roofline, would you prefer an aluminum roof? What about adding skylights? Is energy 
efficiency a concern? 

When building a sunroom, a 
reasonable budget is usually at 
the top of the list to consider. 
Price is a dilemma every 
shopper has faced. 

Do you want to purchase the 
budget model, the top-of-the-
line version or something that 
falls somewhere in between the 
two.

You’ll have lots of decisions to 
make, and each one is likely to 
impact the sunroom’s price tag. 

There are six contributors to 
the cost of building a sunroom. 
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6 PRICE FACTORS WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

4. Windows
There are various ways to enclose your sunroom. Will you want screens that can let in 
the outside air while keeping bugs and debris out? Would you prefer the added privacy 
available with Florida glass? Would another type of window serve your purposes better?

5. Special Features
The unique features that can be incorporated into a sunroom are endless. Ceiling fans, 
radiant heat and lighting are on many homeowners’ lists. There’s also the décor to 
consider. This new space is an extension of your home and an excellent place to express 
your sense of style.

6. Your Sunroom Contractor
The contractor you choose to build a sunroom can have a major effect on the cost. An 
experienced professional patio contractor can create a design that truly suits your needs, 
suggest the best materials and offer options that you might not have considered. Their 
expertise can also help you dodge costly mistakes.
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BONUS 7 1/2 QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO ASK WHEN TALKING 
TO A CONTRACTOR ABOUT BUILDING A SUNROOM

1. Do you specialize in constructing Florida Rooms?
Saying you can build something is different than actually producing a completed project. 
Look for a contractor who specializes in designing and building Florida Rooms. An 
experienced contractor will deliver exactly what you want without hassle.

2. Are you licensed, bonded and insured?
Professional contractors take their work seriously and pursue licenses and insurance to 
show their credibility and knowledge. By making sure you are working with a licensed 
contractor, you can rest assured that they more likely to follow state rules and building 
codes. Thereby making sure that your project finishes in a timely manner.

3. What will you provide when you bid on this job?
Ask each Sunroom contractor for a set of plans and specifications for comparison. You 
can use this information to see if everyone offers the same or similar plans and how the 
bids differ from one to another. The more detail you receive, the better. Your estimate is 
a set of plans that tells you what you will receive for the money you pay.

4. How quickly can you show me a detailed contract before work begins?
You’ll definitely want a detailed contract before any work takes place. The contract 
should cover costs, installation items, project specifications and any warranty 
information if it’s applicable. Read the contract carefully, and make sure that both 
parties agree on everything before work begins.

5. What hours do you plan to work, and how many staff members will be present 
on the job?
Workers may show up at your home around 7 a.m., but you would prefer it if they came 
an hour later. If you have a specific work schedule in mind, tell the contractor before the 
project starts.

6. Do you need me to do anything during the construction phase?
Find out if you need to move your car out of the way or clear certain items off the patio 
before work begins. If you’re not at home during construction, you may have to leave 
the gate unlocked or move the family pet indoors.

7. Will inclement weather delay the project?
If rain is in the forecast during your job, it might cause a delay in production. The goal 
should be to finish a project as well as provide a save working environment for the 
installers. Reputable contractors will make sure to do both.
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BONUS 7 1/2 QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO ASK WHEN TALKING 
TO A CONTRACTOR ABOUT BUILDING A SUNROOM

Now what about the half question? Didn’t we promise you 7 ½ questions to ask 
contractors in advance of hiring them? Here it is: How will you protect my property?, 
For example, they should protect your lawn from getting damaged when they bring in 
heavy materials. They should also specify who will be responsible for cleaning up and 
removing any remaining debris after the job is done. See our Florida designs and ideas.

We hope this list of questions has helped you learn more in-depth information about 
what to questions to ask a patio contractor. A quality sunroom contractor will be happy 
to talk to you about what you can expect when building a sunroom. The more you can 
learn about a contractor’s experience, checking their references and viewing examples of 
past work, the more confidence you’ll have in your choice.

Dulando Screen and Awning has been in business in the Central Florida community 
since 1968 and has lots of experience helping homeowners just like you. We have built 
thousands of patios, screen enclosures and sunrooms in Central Florida and we’re here 
to help you learn more about building a new quality patio or screen enclosure for your 
home.

We offer free in-home consultation and can provide you with a variety of plans and ideas 
to create your perfect patio space for outdoor living.

Go with Dulando Screen and Awning and experience the quality for yourself. 

http://www.dulandoscreen.com/residential/sunroom-florida-rooms-solariums/
http://www.dulandoscreen.com/free-design-consultation-form/
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