
Choosing the Right
Patio Contractor



What To Know Before Hiring A 
Screen Enclosure Contractor

You've probably envisioned a pool screen 
enclosure for your backyard and know  all 
about its benefits. However, did you  know it's 
equally important to consider all aspects of  
hiring a quality experienced pool enclosure 
contractor? We're not talking about hiring 
someone who builds decks or has installed 
fencing in a yard. We're talking about finding 
the right screen contractor who understands 
everything it takes to create the pool enclosure 
from start to finish. 

Dulando Screen & Awning has been in 
business for almost 50 years.  We've built pool 
screen enclosures that were more simple in 
nature to some very extravagant lifestyle 
enclosures.  Both spectrums, the client got 
exactly what they wanted  Before you even talk 
to a pool enclosure contractor, you should 
spend some time researching the pool or patio 
enclosure process so that you can make an 
informed decision later.



Know Your Budget

Though you'd probably rather think about designs and styles, your budget 
plays an important role in the type of  enclosure you choose. 

Imagine getting exactly what you want AND staying within your budget. 

A simple privacy screen on a backyard patio not only keeps out UV rays 
and pests but does so at an affordable price. However, a large pool set 
farther away from your home may require a specially designed standalone 
enclosure that costs a bit more. Many different factors determine the final 
cost of  your screen enclosure, such as the overall pool and patio size.
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Once you have your budget worked out, you'll have to answer a 
few questions. 

1. Would you like a standalone enclosure or one that extends 
off  your house? 

2. Are there trees or other obstacles that interfere with the 
surrounding space?

Essentially, you need to:

• Evaluate your space - size & location of  the pool
• Choose your materials - upgrade decking or style of  

enclosure and type of  screen
• Remove any obstacles to the new enclosure –

trees or other landscaping

You can get a custom-designed enclosure that looks like an 
extension of  your house or one that simply screens in a small 
space. 



Selecting an Enclosure Contractor

With your budget determined and a design in mind, you'll want to hire an 
experienced screen enclosure contractor for the job. Some contractors may 
build quality decks while others probably construct excellent patios. However, 
do these contractors specialize in installing patio and pool enclosures?

Here are 6 more questions you should ask a potential patio contractor!
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1.    As a contractor, are you licensed, bonded and insured?

Having a license and insurance demonstrates a contractor's 
credibility and knowledge. A license minimizes the risk of  
getting swindled on materials, construction and costs. Be 
sure to get the contractor's license number.

2.    Do you specialize in building patios and screen 
enclosures?

It's important to know if  they have good experience in the 
type of  project they’ll be doing for you. Just because a 
contractor claims they can build it doesn’t mean they know 
and have experience to build it right. Therefore, hire a 
contractor experienced in designing and building patios – it 
makes a major difference!

3. Will you provide a set of  plans and specifications when
you bid on this job? 

If  you're asking several contractors for a bid, be certain 
each one is offering either the same or similar set of  plans 
and specifications in order to have a clear picture on how 
each bid compares to another.



I
n

te
r

v
ie

w
in

g
 a

 P
a

ti
o

 C
o

n
tr

a
c

to
r 4.     Do you provide a detailed estimate and contract?

A good contract will cover: costs, items being installed, 
warranty information (if  applicable) and a set of  plans 
being used to support the project specifications. Read the 
contract carefully before any work begins. The document 
should detail everything and outline agreed upon 
expectations. Once all of  the details are settled upfront, 
there’s little room for surprises.

5.    How many staff  members will work on my patio and
during what hours? 

Maybe you don't want the workers showing up before 7 
a.m. or still on your property after 6 p.m. Do you need to 
have the project finished by a specific date? Share that 
information with the contractor before you hire them. These 
are key factors that may determine whether or not a patio 
contractor is able to accept the job based on your 
guidelines.

6.    What are my responsibilities during the construction
of  my patio?

You may have to move everything out of  a room or an 
outside area so it can be paved, structural supports attached 
or enclosed. A work truck and team may need to be able to 
access your backyard and need the gates unlocked and/or 
your family pet moved inside to keep them safe and 
comfortable during the construction.



Checklist to Build

Now that your contract to build is signed, we know you’re ready to get the 
process started. To make everything go as quickly and easily as possible, 
we've created this checklist for you.

Review The Contract To Build: After your consultation, Dulando 
Screen & Awning, Inc. will create a written contract. Please review this 
document and make sure it has the correct color of  frame, number of  
doors/windows, and any other specific details discussed to be sure the 
installers are aware of  your specific requests.

Request Home Owners Association (HOA) Approval, if  
required: If  you live in a neighborhood with an HOA, its rules 
effect and limit what you can do to a property you own. The rules are 
enforced by the HOA's homeowner-elected or developer-appointed 
board of  directors. Gaining approval to build your screen enclosure in 
advance is advisable to ensure your HOA doesn't come after you once 
it’s built.  Only your HOA can decide if  your plan to build a screen 
enclosure is within the rules that it considers acceptable to build.  
Download HOA Sample Form

Provide Or Get A Land/Property Survey: A proper survey must be 
provided when you are constructing anything new on your property. 
Most zoning ordinances and neighborhood codes will specify required 
setbacks from your property line. Typically, you will find a copy of  the 
property survey in the home buyer’s documents that you received on 
the day of  closing on the house.  Example of  Property Survey

http://www.dulandoscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/HOA-approval.jpg
http://www.dulandoscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/home-survey.jpg


Checklist to Build

Apply For A Building Permit. Dulando will provide the correct 
Building Application for your local municipality, city or county 
building/zoning agency.  Keep in mind, this step may take a day or 
two, or a week or two – it all depends on how quickly the approving 
agency processes the request(s). This document typically (depending 
on your municipality) will also require an original signature by the 
home owner.

File The Notice Of  Commencement:  Required by Florida Statute 
713.13 for any improvement valued greater than $2,500.00.  Dulando 
will provide the Notice of  Commencement.  Once you have signed 
the NOC we will record it with the appropriate county clerk’s office.  
A certified copy must be given to the county or municipality division 
of  building safety before the first inspection. Dulando can notarize 
and record the document for you but we will need an original signed 
copy signed by the homeowner. - Download Notice of  
Commencement

Final Step: When we have gathered all the required information, all 
permits and HOA building requests are confirmed as approved (and 
on file in our office) a Dulando team member will verify the 
measurements of  your patio and/or pool deck area in order to begin 
fabrication of  your custom pool or patio screen enclosure.

Once fabrication is complete, our team of  licensed and insured 
installers will come out to your property to install your new, 
custom designed patio or pool screen enclosure.

http://www.dulandoscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Notice-of-Commencement.jpg
http://www.dulandoscreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Notice-of-Commencement.jpg


Dulando Screen & Awning, Inc.
Quality Screen Rooms since 1968

With over 444 of  award-winning design and installation experience, 
Dulando knows how to make every patio and pool enclosure a top priority. 
We deliver complete satisfaction on every screen and awning project.

Dulando's Experience:
Since we opened up our doors for business, we’ve earned a reputation of  
reliability, quality and superior craftsmanship.

The Top 3 Things You Should Know About Us:
1. Highly-Skilled Professional Designers, Fabricators and Installers work

together to create, deliver and build only the very best for you.
2. Exceptional Customer Service – Your satisfaction is our #1 goal.
3. Customer Confidence – We’re here when you need us and happy to 

answer any questions and address any needs you may have during 
the process

Call Us Today at 407-682-6060

Why Choose Dulando?

When you choose Dulando,
You’re making a quality investment in your home.
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